2014-2015 EIGHTH GRADE 
ADVANCED LANGUAGE ARTS SYLLABUS

Ms. Stephanie Brand (email: brands@fultonschools.org)

Haynes Bridge Middle School

10665 Haynes Bridge Road

Alpharetta, Georgia  30022         (770) 740-7030

Web site: http://msbrand’slanguageartsnews.weebly.com

Textbooks:

Prentice-Hall Literature and Writing Coach, Classroom Copies and Online Versions

Objectives:   To maintain a high level of individual achievement and involvement.  To improve the quality of  reading, comprehension, formal writing, and to enhance the ability to communicate in the spoken and written English language.
Course Description : In eighth grade language arts, students continue to develop an appreciation of written and spoken language that now begins to extend beyond the school setting.  They broaden their reading   through the study and analysis of compelling literature, while continuing to develop their own writing styles. They independently apply the steps of the writing process to produce, revise and publish informational and literary essays drawn from research.
Reading and Literature
-The student will read and analyze a variety of literary texts such as poetry, drama, short stories and novels to acquire an understanding of the conventions of each form.

-The student will read and analyze a variety of informational texts to develop an understanding of organizational structures such as cause and effect or compare-contrast, and graphic features such as diagrams and illustrations, which are typically found in non-fiction.

- The student will acquire new vocabulary and use it effectively in reading and writing.

-The student will recognize and trace the development of the author’s argument for and against an issue.

Reading across the Curriculum: The student will read the equivalent of one million words per year from a variety of subjects.

Writing: The student will produce a variety of writing such as persuasive, narrative, expository and responses to literature.

-The student will use technology to research topics and to produce various products such as essays and presentations.

Conventions: The student will learn to apply the rules of standard written and oral English.
Listening, Speaking and Viewing: -The student will participate in effective oral interaction with teachers and peers.

-The student will listen to and view various forms of media in order to gather and share information, to persuade others, and to express ideas.

· This course syllabus provides a general plan for the course; some deviation may be necessary

Middle School Recovery Process from the Board Policy on Grading and Reporting (IHA)

B.  Provision for Improving Grades:

1. Opportunities designed to allow students to recover from a low or failing cumulative grade will be allowed when all work required to date has been completed and the student has demonstrated a legitimate effort to meet all course requirements, including attendance.

2. Teachers will determine when and how students with extenuating circumstances may improve their grade
Grading:   90-100…A,  80-89…B, 70-79…C,   Below 70… F.
Tests and projects: 55% (Semester final exams are weighted as two test grades.)
 Quizzes:  35%

Homework and Class work: 10%
   Assignments are given to students as practice and to gain a deeper understanding of a concept. Completing assignments correctly and in a timely manner is an important part of the learning process and allows the teacher to assess what each student has learned.  We are implementing a school-wide late work policy to ensure that there are consistent expectations in regard to work that is not turned in on time and to support students in building habits to plan for success. 

   Late work is any assignment that receives a grade for accuracy and is not turned in for up to 5 days. Each day that an assignment is late, there will be a deduction of 4 points, for a total possible deduction of 20 points. On the 6th day of a missing assignment, the assignment is considered “missing work” and an intervention will be put in place. The student will be referred to our graduation coach for working lunch. The student will be assigned to working lunch until the assignment is completed. The assignment will receive a grade out of 80 possible points.  
   The Graduation Coach’s primary responsibility is to work with all students to encourage academic success. 
   The Haynes Bridge coach offers a variety of academic programs that can help students achieve. These programs (Working Lunch, Friday Finish, Feed Your Mind) have been extremely successful in providing support to all students. The Guidance Counselors are available to assist with any academic and social needs you may encounter during the school year. 

Homework Expectations:  If a student has no written assignment, then reviewing, studying and rereading are encouraged.  ALL homework is expected to be completed  ON TIME.    Unless a student has an excused absence, no credit will be given for a late homework assignment  This homework policy ensures that students are ready to participate in class and so that they do not miss the critical concepts  to be learned along the way.
Scheduled Help Sessions:  If a student requires assistance, he or she should make arrangements at least 24 hours in advance for a mutually agreed upon time.

Parent/Teacher Communication:  The most expedient way to reach me is by school email.  I will respond as soon as possible to set up a time to meet with you.  My daily planning time is from  11:45-1:15,  except Wednesdays.

Planning/Conferencing Time:  If you would like to schedule a conference, please contact me by email (address above) and I will reply as soon as possible.
Procedure for Make-Up Work:  Upon returning to school following an absence, it is the student’s responsibility to make up work.  Students will be given the same number of days to complete make-up work as they were absent.  Full credit will be given for excused absences; however, if an absence is unexcused, work credit may be reduced by ten points.  Students will receive no credit for work which is not made up.

Classroom Procedures and Expectations:  All students need to be on time to class.  They should be prepared and pay attention.  Students will work individually as well
Students are given one agenda at the beginning of the year and are expected to use the student agenda as an organizational tool as well as a hall pass. See page 12 in the student agenda for the specific guidelines. 
All students are expected to make up any missing assignment due to an absence in a timely manner. See page 2 in the student agenda for the specific guidelines. 
Tardy is defined school-wide as not being inside the classroom when the final bell rings. When the final bell rings to be in class, teachers are not to allow students into the room.  Tardy students are to report immediately to the ISS supervisor in room 22.  Once there, the student’s tardy will be recorded and consequences will be assigned based upon the progressive consequence scale.  Students will be given a tardy pass that details their consequence and informs the teacher what time the student left the tardy room.  Students who arrive to the tardy room later than the five minute window will be sent to the office for cutting class.
